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Funeral
Planning

• Take the burden away from your family
• Plan the funeral you want
• Protect against rising funeral costs
• Pay in instalments
• Easy to arrange with no medical checks
• Have peace of mind

First Guernsey
member of SAIF

Expression of
Wishes and
Pre-Pay plans
available

Rue des Crabbes
St Saviours
Guernsey
GY7 9QL

Tel: 01481 264202
www.beckfords.com
Jane Duquemin, Andy Mahy, Zac Hannis, Clem Duquemin

LES BUTTES
HOLIDAY COTTAGES
RUE DES RAIES
ST PIERRE DU BOIS
✳

FIVE COMFORTABLE COTTAGES OPEN
ALL YEAR
IDEAL FOR YOUR FAMILY OR FRIENDS
TO STAY WHEN THEY COME TO
VISIT.

✳

ARE YOU PLANNING A WEDDING,
CELEBRATION,
OR A BAPTISM AND YOU NEED MORE
ACCOMMODATION?
THEN CONTACT US AT 266363
or e:mail
info@lesbuttes.com
web site www.lesbuttes.com
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May 9th is an important date for Channel
Islanders. It’s our unique public holiday
and the day that we celebrate the Island’s
Liberation in 1945 from nearly five years
of Nazi occupation.
It was an occupation that would change
the Island and the people of Guernsey. To
this day our beautiful cliffs support stark
reminders of this time, with the solid
concrete fortifications built by the hands
of slave labourers. There remain among
us Islanders who remember the starvation
and hardships of those terrible years and
others whose families suffered the loss of
loved ones. Many more have memories of
evacuation and return.
This is our history and it is absolutely
right that we mark the occasion with
island wide celebrations. As well as the
parade and church services in Town, each
of the Parishes are organising their own
events, details of which can be found
inside.
Let us all join in celebrating our freedom.
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Dear Friends,
This year on Easter Sunday, I will be listening to
three very different musical genres which remind
me of the heart of the Easter message.
The first song is He’s Alive sung by Dolly Parton
which is a wonderful narrative song written by
singer-songwriter Don Francisco who won a Dove
Award for it in 1980. It is a song written from
the perspective of Peter who comes to realise that
Jesus’ resurrection changed everything. The second
song is I Know that My Redeemer Liveth by George
Fredric Handel sung by Isobel Baillie. In my mind
this song perfectly connects the experience of Job around three millennia ago with
the landscape and shadow of the resurrection. The third song is the hymn, Thine
be the Glory, written by the Swiss writer Edmond Budry. This hymn is rousing
musically and contains some fantastic images such as “Lo Jesus meets us and scatters
fear and gloom” and “Bring us safe through Jordon to thy home above”.
The belief in the resurrection of Jesus has shaped the world in which we live in every
continent of the globe and throughout the last two thousand years. The story of
the spread of Christianity is complex and not always straightforward. However,
at its best, the kindness, love, gentleness and graciousness of God are revealed and
made manifest in very real and tangible ways. In short hope is restored to seemingly
hopeless situations.
How can such unshakable hope exist? The Gospel writer and disciple Matthew
suggests it is based upon the following:
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven
and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like
lightening, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that
they shook and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he
has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”
The angel’s message to Mary and her friends all those years ago is the same message
to us today. “Fear not. He is risen…..”
Wishing you all a Happy Easter!!
With love and prayers, Adrian
Rev Dr Adrian Datta
Rector, St. Pierre du Bois
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Western Parish Churches
Regular Services
St Saviour’s (Church of England)
8am
BCP Communion (1st Sunday)
9.30am Family Communion (1st Sunday)
9.30am Parish Communion & Sunday
School (2nd, 3rd & 4th & 5th
Sundays)
5pm
Meditation (2nd & 4th Sundays)
5pm
Taize - 3rd Sunday
Torteval (Church of England)
8am
BCP Communion (3rd Sunday)
11am Family Communion (1st Sunday)
11am Parish Communion (2nd & 4th
			& 5th Sundays)
11am Family Service (3rd Sunday)
6pm
BCP Evensong (2nd & 4th 		
Sundays)
St Pierre du Bois (Church of England)
8am
BCP Holy Communion (no
sermon)
10am CW Eucharist
10am Family Service with St Peter’s
Church Band (3rd Sunday only)
4pm
Every Sunday during term time
there is the 4pm@stpeters 		
Children’s Clubs and contemporary
worship with High Tea
6pm
Sung Evensong (3rd Sunday
only)
Forest (Church of England)
9am
BCP Communion (4th Sunday)
11am Family Communion (1st 		
Sunday)
9am
Puppets and Praise (3rd Sunday)
11am Parish Communion (2nd, 3rd &
4th Sundays)
6.30pm BCP Evensong (1st & 3rd 		
Sundays)
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Regular Midweek Services
Forest
Thursdays 9am Morning Prayer
St Pierre du Bois
Wednesdays 11.30am - shortened
Eucharist
St Apolline Chapel
Thursdays 10am - shortened Eucharist

Western Parishes
Methodist Churches
Les Adams Methodist Church
Sundays at 10.30am, morning worship.
Second Wednesday of each month at
2.30pm, “Adam’s Apple”, meet old friends
and make new ones over activities along
with tea and cake.
Torteval Methodist Church
Please note, services will take place in the
Parish Church at either 9.30am or 11am.
Children’s activities available each Sunday,
all are very welcome.
Forest Methodist Church
Sundays at 8.45am, ‘God and Marmalade’,
an informal breakfast cafe-style service for
all ages, with activities for children.
Sundays at 6pm, evening worship.

The great gift of Easter is hope - Christian
hope which makes us have that confidence
in God, in his ultimate triumph, and in
his goodness and love, which nothing
can shake. Basil C Hume, (1923-1999)
Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster

Ste. Marguerite de la Forêt
Special services and events
Sun. 5th April: Palm Sunday
11 a.m. Family service
Procession with donkey from
Forest Stores at 10.50 a.m.

Let’s Do Easter
Forest Parish Church
Saturday 11th April
10:30 — 12 noon

Wed. 8th April: Coffee morning
10.30 – 12 a.m. ‘A chance for a chat’

Messy Crafts
Refreshments

Thurs. 9th April: Maundy Thursday
6.30 p.m. Holy Communion

Edible Crafts

Chocolate Fountain
Flower arrangements

Make an Easter Garden
And lots more!

Fri. 10th April: Good Friday
12 p.m. Meditative service
of readings and music

We hope you can join the fun
Please bring an adult with you!

Sat. 11th April: Let’s Do Easter
10.30 – 12 a.m. Crafts, puppets
& refreshments for families
Sun. 12th April: Easter Sunday
8 a.m. Communion service at Petit Bot
with Forest Methodist Church
Easter Celebration Communion
Sun. 26th April: 11a.m. Holy Communion
followed by AGM & shared lunch
Sun. 10th May: 11 a.m.
Liberation Thanksgiving
A special service of hymns and memories
to celebrate the 75th anniversary of
Liberation
Wed. 13th May: Coffee morning
10.30 – 12 a.m. ‘A chance for a chat’
Sunday 17th May: Puppets & Praise
9 a.m. Breakfast, songs and puppets
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St Saviours & Torteval
Additional services in April/May
Palm Sunday 5th April 11:00am at
Torteval – starting at Les Buttes join us
as we process with a donkey through the
lanes as we sing hymns and hear the Palm
Sunday readings, before concluding our
service at the Parish Church.
Holy Week Services
Monday 6th April 7:00pm Holy Week
Compline at St Saviours
Tuesday 7th April 7:00pm Holy Week
Compline at Torteval
Wednesday 8th April 7:00pm Holy Week
Compline at St Saviours
Maundy Thursday 9th April 7:00pm
Eucharist at Torteval
A joint service with St Saviours as we reenact Jesus’ final meal with his Disciples.
Good Friday 10th April 10:00am Service
at Torteval
2:00pm Service at St Saviours.
An opportunity to reflect on Jesus’ death
for us all.
Easter Sunday 12th April 9:30am at St
Saviours
11:00am at Torteval
Come and celebrate the resurrection of
Jesus!
Sunday 10th May – Liberation Sunday
Join us at 9:30am at St Saviours or
11:00am at Torteval as we celebrate the
75th Anniversary of our Liberation.
Thursday 21st May 7:30pm at St Saviours
– Ascension Day
We celebrate Jesus’ Ascension into heaven
with a communion service.
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Saturday 16th May 2020
75th Libera�on Party
in Torteval
1:30pm - 10:00pm
Including: City Limits, Stoked,
Crown & Anchor, Sheep Racing,
Children’s Entertainment, Meat
Draw, Food stalls, Tea tent & bar.
Carpark dona�ons to Guernsey
Bri�sh Legion Welfare.

St Pierre du Bois

St Saviours & Torteval
Special services and events

Special services and events
Palm Sunday - Sunday 5th April at 10am
Easter Sunday - Sunday 12th April at
10 a.m. with breaking of the Big Egg and
Easter Egg Hunt afterwards.
Tuesday April 14th at 7 p.m. for 7:30 p.m.
Interesting Evening with the Rev. Dr. Eric
Gaudion - “Through the Storms - a manual
for when life hurts”. Eric will share from
his new book and offer an extra-ordinary
story of his own journey with extreme pain
and his ongoing journey of how to cope
and continue to seek well-being.
Saturday 2nd May at 7:30 p.m. An Evening
with Adrian and Bridget Plass. Tickets
available via GLF website - £10 including
drink.
Guernsey Literary Festival Service on
Sunday 3rd May at 10 a.m. and Official
Opening of the Servery by Terry Waite and
Adrian and Bridget Plass.
Liberation Day People’s Service at 11:00
a.m. on Friday 8th May with Lunch
afterwards at Styx.
Tuesday May 12th 7:00 p.m for 7:30 p.m.
The film “The Guernsey Literary and
Potato Peel Society” will be shown with
some live interviews.
Saturday 16th June at 3 p.m. “Children’s
Praise Party” with Ishmael. All welcome!!
Saturday 16th June at 7:30 p.m.
Evening with Ishmael"

“An
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Friday 10th April 10:00am – 12:00noon
Good Friday Children’s Craft Workshop at
St Saviours Church Hall
A morning of Easter based crafts and of
course hot cross buns, followed by a short
service at 12noon for parents to come to
with their children.
Saturday 2nd May 7:30pm Music Centre
Concert at St Saviours
Come and enjoy a fantastic evening of music
put on by members of the Guernsey Music
Centre
Saturday 16th May 1:30pm – 10:30pm
Torteval Parish Liberation Party
Come and celebrate as only Torteval knows
how! An afternoon and evening including
sheep racing, Meat Draw, bar, food,
children’s activities, various bands including
Stoked and City Limits.
St Saviours Holiday Club – Tues 26th May
– Fri 29th May 9:30am – 12:00 noon at La
Hougette School & Sun 31st May 9:30am
at St Saviours Church
Join us in the Wonder Zone for St Saviours
Church annual May half-term Holiday
Club. Investigate together some great
scientific discoveries, find out who God is
and explore how science and following God
can go hand in hand. The club runs from
Tues 26th May until Fri 29th May from
9:30am to 12:00noon at La Hougette School,
and concludes on Sun 31st May 9:30am at
St Saviours Church. The club is aimed at all
those in school years 1-6, and it’s free. Andy
Saunders leads our club again this year
supported by our brilliant teams of adults
and teenagers - come and join the fun.
For more information or to book a place
please e-mail Revd Mark charmley@cwgsy.
net

come together for breakfast and prayer - for
more details contact Revd Tracy on 263045.

Around the West
Knit and Natter
Meeting on first Wednesday in the month
from 2pm to 4pm, in the Forest Church, all
are very welcome.
Spinning Group (wool variety!)
Meet on the first Thursday in the month
from 10am to 12 noon, in the Forest
Douzaine Room.
First Friday @ Five
Meets on Friday 3rd April & 1st May 5:00pm
- 6:30pm in the Torteval Church Hall - Youth
Group for Infant / Junior aged children. A
time of crafts, games, songs and bible stories.
Ignite Social
Saturday 25th April 6-8pm Town Treasure
Hunt
Saturday 30th May 6-8pm High Ropes
For those at secondary school to relax
together.
Ignite Discuss
Sundays- 5th & 19th April, 3rd & 17th May
- for those at secondary school to think and
learn more about our faith.
Tea on Thursday
Tea at St. Peter’s Church with a Guernsey
French Table on Thursday afternoons. It
takes place between 2.30pm and 4.30pm;
cakes, tea and coffee are served in the Church
itself, and outside during the summer.
Tea on Tuesday
Tuesday 7th April & 5th May 3:00pm 4:30pm in the St Saviours church hall - join
us for afternoon tea and a chat.
Women’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 11th April & 9th May 8am - 9am at
St Saviours Rectory - a chance for ladies to
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Coffee mornings in the Forest
in Forest Parish Church every second
Wednesday - April 8th and May 13th from
10.30 -12.00, parking in nearby field
St Saviour’s WI will meet on the second
Wednesday of the month at Les Adams
Methodist Hall in St Peter’s (Perry’s Guide:
20C1), starting at 7.30pm. New members
are always welcome. For more information,
please contact Sue Tilleard on 267671.
Little Gems
Playgroup for children aged 0-3 years and
their parents/carers. Every Thursday from
10am to 11.15am at New Life Church, Les
Bordages, St Saviour’s. All are very welcome.
For more details please contact Chloe
Newman on either 266241 or
07839 198504.
United Reformed Church (Perelle)
Wednesdays (term time): from 10am to
11.30am for Mums and Toddlers group.
Thursdays: from 10am to 11.30am for a
coffee morning.
The Western Community Library
at St. Saviour’s Community Centre
Open on Tuesday afternoons, 3.00-5.00 pm
and Wednesday mornings 10.00am to noon.
The Community Library offers fiction and
non-fiction, large print books, audio books
and children’s books.
Alternatively, just come along for a cup of
tea, a few biscuits and chat.
Story
every
time.
Free
Users

& Rhyme Time sessions are held
Wednesday at 11am during termAll pre-school children welcome.
admission: no booking necessary
of the Western Community Centre
continued on next page

Library need to be members of the GuilleAllès Library to borrow items - if you’re
not already a member, you can join at the
Community Library.

Floral Forest

WHY NOT JOIN US FOR
COFFEE AND CAKE IN THE
FOREST PARISH CHURCH
EVERY SECOND WEDNESDAY
IN THE MONTH
APR 8
MAY 13
JUNE 10
10.30-12.00
A CHANCE FOR A CHAT

We will be holding our
Forest Floral Plant Sale on Saturday 2nd
May at Forest Stores from 9.00 – 12.00
so please come along and have a look for
something for your garden.
We are raising funds for the displays around
the parish – Le Bourg, and the Forest
Douzaine Room which would look rather
bare without the beautiful planters there.
Want to help keep the Forest displays
looking their best all summer? Then join our
happy team of ‘Forest Womble’ volunteers.
From the end of May, we will meet every
Monday morning for an hour from 10am
and then stop for a chat over coffee. Bring
your secateurs and something to put the bits
in and we will show you what to do.
All ages are welcome!
For further details contact us. Details are on
our website www.forestfloral.org.gg
			Sarah Plumley
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Never admit defeat
when cooking!
If your rich fruit cake sinks in the middle,
turn it into a dessert by cutting into slices,
pour over wine, cover the dish and cook for
2-3 mins.
If fruit cake is slightly burnt use a grater to
remove black bits and turn upside down to
serve.
Some chocolate cakes go dry quickly. Next
time add a heaped tablespoon of Allbran,
previously soaked in warm water, and your
cake will stay moist for days.
If someone opens the oven door before
your cake is cooked close the door as slowly
as possible as it’s the rush of cooler air into
the oven that will cause the cake to sink.
If your fruit cake is dry wait until it is cold
then prick the top and bottom with a hat
pin and add a little wine or rum, wrap in
greaseproof paper and store in a tin for a
couple of days.
Use salt sparingly!

Email us at gatestagedoor@aol.com
Telephone 266163
or Visit www.gatedanceguernsey.co.uk
Find us on Facebook

GUERNSEY

CONCRETE DESIGNS

If stew is too salty, add more potatoes cut
into slices.
Bespoke Handmade...

If greens are too salty, drain and rinse well
in boiling water before serving.
When disaster strikes and stew etc boils
dry, shake into a clean saucepan, don’t
scrape out or you will transfer the burnt
taste. Add water and a squeeze of lemon
juice and bring to the boil. If there are
burnt pieces in the original saucepan put
it to soak in the garden so the burnt smell
will not linger in the kitchen and alert the
diners to the disaster!
(tips from a disaster prone cook!)
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~ Fireplace Hearths
~ Fire Pit Tables
~ Vanity Sinks
~ Window Sills
~ Worktops
~ Staircases
~ Tables
All available in
a wide range of
colours

gsyconcretedesigns
@gmail.com

07781 104529

Guernsey Concrete
Designs

Parish
secrets
revealed

Forest Parish
75th Liberation
Celebration

The Hidden Gardens of
St Pierre du Bois is back this year by
popular demand. A warm welcome awaits
anyone interested in visiting a magnificent
range of gardens throughout the parish. To
give people plenty of time to explore the
gardens are open on two days, and with
three distinct routes to choose from it is
easy to plan ahead to make the most of the
weekend. Those who prefer a short walk can
mooch around gardens close to the church
on the Gentle Jaunt, while those wishing
to travel further will enjoy heading east
on the Medium Meander. The three mile
Rigorous Ramble travels towards the coast
with stunning views across Rocquaine
from some of the gardens. All three routes
include gardens which haven’t previously
been open. Organisers are encouraging
people to come by bike and explore all
three routes during the weekend. Raymond
Evison is kindly donating clematis plants
for sale and the Floral St Peters team will
be holding a plant sale.
The Hidden Gardens of St Pierre du Bois is
supported by Rocq Capital and will open
between noon and 5 p.m. on Saturday
6th and Sunday 7th June. Access is by
programme only, available from the Green
at Les Buttes. Adults £7 which covers both
days and under 16s go free. Assistance dogs
only permitted in gardens. The weekend
will be feature lots of activities. A barbecue
will be held from noon and cream teas
served from 2.30pm. All the funds will go
towards finishing the Church Servery.
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The Forest parish is holding a 75th
Liberation Day celebration from 12noon
to 6pm on Sunday May 10th at the Glebe
field. This is behind the Forest church and
has a toilet block with disabled access and
electric supply.
Parking is in the other glebe field across the
road.
We have our own marquee and will have
tables, food, drinks, bouncy castle etc. and
you can bring your own drinks and food if
you prefer.
We will also have an old tomatoes truck,
a dray carriage which has been used for
the groups as a stage, and there will be old
military vehicles in the two closed roads
alongside.
There will be a Forest Church service
commemorating the Liberation of
Guernsey starting at 11am with a film
afterwards and coffee and cakes.
If anyone has any stories, photos or
memorabilia of the occupation or being
evacuated, please contact the constables:
263376
forestconstables@cwgsy.net

Host a Roast
Share the love with friends
or family with our fabulous
‘host a roast’ experience!
How it works
Choose from a tasty joint of beef,
pork or whole chicken cooked to
perfection and served on a board
with family style roast potatoes,
mashed potato and a selection of
vegetables as well as plenty of gravy.

Commemorate the occasion!
The ‘host’ can receive a fork
and knife including bespoke
engraving of names or
special occasions.

Must be booked at
least 7 days in advance*
calling 256576
*Minimum 4 people.

Reservations: T 256576 E reservations@lagrandemare.com
Vazon coast road, Castel, Guernsey www.lagrandemare.com
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SS Vega
The saviour of the Channel Islands
1944 & 1945
SS Vega (1913)
SS Vega was owned by Stockholms
Rederiaktieb Svea of Stockholm, a company
that had owned steamships since 1886.
Launched in Gothenburg she was delivered
in April 1913. Coal fired, her bunkers had
capacity for 16 days sailing at 10.6 tons a
day. Four hatches, each with a steam winch,
with a maximum capacity of a 3-ton lift.
Early years
Under the command of her first Captain,
John Borg, she ran the route to Düsseldorf
which required the ship to have a
telescopic smoke stack and folding masts.
The Captain changed in September 1914 to
Captain G. Flygare. After World War I she
sailed the Baltic/North Sea routes.
On 16 September 1939 Vega, en route from
Finland to Hull was captured, along with
SS Suomen Poika by German submarine
U-41 on her first patrol, at position 58N
04E. The Vega was escorted to Cuxhaven
where, found to be carrying goods to an
enemy of Germany, her general cargo and
timber was confiscated and unloaded.
Being a neutral ship she was released on 4
October 1939.
International Committee of the Red Cross
Vega was chartered by the International
Committee of the Red Cross in late 1939
for “relief activities”, to be based at Lisbon,
Portugal, where it would work with the
Cruz Vermelha Portuguesa. During the
war period, Vega made 44 voyages for the
Red Cross under Captain Wideberg.
Thirty seven voyages from Lisbon to
Marseilles between May 1941 to April 1944.
Delivering supplies to the Croix-Rouge
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Française in Vichy France in the Zone libre
until November 1942, when following Case
Anton, the German invasion of Southern
France, Red Cross supplies were then
delivered into Occupied France. Voyage
No 38 was Lisbon to Toulon in November
1944 to a liberated France. Once in France,
they were loaded onto railway cars and
shipped to Geneva, Switzerland. Here, the
International Committee of the Red Cross
arranged for their shipment to PoW camps
and other detention centres throughout
Europe.
The Red Cross Channel Islands Aid Effort
From the day that the Channel Islands
were invaded and occupied by the German
Forces the Islands became totally cut off
from the United Kingdom and all supplies
had to be achieved through France.
Following the D Day landings in Normandy
the Channel Islands found themselves
completely cut off from any supplies of
food, medicines etc. from France. In August
1944, the German Foreign Ministry made
an offer to Britain, through the Swiss Red
Cross, that would see the release and
evacuation of all Channel Island civilians
except for men of military age. This was not
a possibility that the British Government
had envisaged. As they considered the
offer, they received a memorandum from
Winston Churchill stating “Let ‘em starve.
They can rot at their leisure”; however it is
not clear from this whether Churchill meant
the Germans or the civilians. The German
offer was rejected in late September by the
British Government. It is notable that after
the war Winston Churchill never visited
the Channel Islands.
In September 1944 a ship sailed from
France to Guernsey under a white flag. The
American on board asked the Germans if
they were aware of their hopeless position.
The Germans refused to discuss surrender

terms and the American sailed away.
Both the sizeable German Garrison and
the remaining civilian populations were,
by the autumn of 1944 in a desperate
situation.
It became apparent that some drastic
action was necessary, and it was arranged
that one man would get away from
the Island and give a true report of the
conditions. This man was ex Merchant
Navy Captain Fred Noyon, who was then
acting as a fisherman and he made the
arrangements. The utmost secrecy was
necessary and on the 3rd November 1944
Captain Noyon and Bill Enticott escaped
from St Sampsons Harbour in their boat
GU123 “Littlewood” under cover of
darkness having eluded their statutory
German Soldier, with documents
outlining the plight of the Islands. They
were picked up by an American patrol
boat and taken to Cherbourg (that was
now liberated). Eventually 9 days later
they were taken to England, and these
documents were instrumental in officially
alerting the powers that be to the actual
plight of the Islanders, and arranging
for the distribution of aid through the
International Red Cross.
Voyages 39 to 44, between December 1944
and June 1945, were made from Lisbon to
the Channel Islands where the ship was
met by the “Joint War Organisation” (the
British Red Cross who had joined with St.
John)

HAPPY FEET
Toenails too long?
Hard skin need removing?

Helen Dicks
MCFHP MAFHP

Mobile Foot Health
Practitioner
Call: 07911 726295
or 238231

The adventure starts here ...
Maylands Nursery & Pre-School has places available
for children, from 3 months until school age.
We have created a fabulous environment for learning
and growing, equipped to the highest quality
standards, to enhance your child's time at Maylands.
Our staff are part of a professional and caring team,
qualified to nurture your child.
Our team very much look forward to welcoming
you and your little one.
If you would like further information or
a personal tour of the premises, please contact us.

Tel: 263444 Email: maylandsnursery@gmail.com
Maylands Nursery • Le Neuf Chemin
St Saviour’s • GY7 9FG

SS Vega entering St Peter Port Harbour
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Voyage 39
Permission was obtained to sail no earlier
than 20 December 1944. German artillery
observers on Guernsey spotted the ship at
10.40am 27 December 1944. Escorted by a
minesweeper, M 4613 and with her
radio transmitter disabled, she docked at
Harbour at 5:50pm watched by a crowd of
locals.
The unloading by the Kriegsmarine
was watched by a large crowd who
lined the route from the harbour to the
store where Red Cross Parcels would be
stored prior to distribution. The parcels,
donated by Canada and New Zealand,
being transported on hand pushed rail
trolleys to a storage depot in St George’s
Hall. Unloading was almost completed
on 29 December and she sailed for Jersey
next day. Unloading by German sailors
and marines at Saint Helier harbour was
completed on 3 January 1945.
Vega then returned to Lisbon.
The Honourable Herbert Morrison MP,
speaking as Home Secretary in the British
House of Commons on 18 January 1945
stated that “The ship had sustained damage
at the harbour at Guernsey,” which would
require repairs, so delaying the second visit
until around 25 January. The damage was
to her bottom as she grounded at low tide,
having been put in a berth designed for
ships of up to 400 tons. She went into dry

SS Vega in St Peter Port Harbour
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dock in Lisbon for repairs.
The photograph of Vega on her first visit,
moored on what is now the Alderney berth
is interesting, as that is where the damage
to the hull was sustained. When St Peter
Port Harbour was dredged in the course
of constructing the Queen Elizabeth II
Marina the rock outcrop was finally blasted
away and a deeper and safer berth was
available.
Vega’s Cargo comprised: 119,792 Red Cross
food parcels, 4,200 invalid parcels, 4 tons
soap, 5.2 tons salt, 37cwt medical supplies,
cigarettes and some children’s clothing.
Voyage 40
Problems arose with the proposal to
transport two members of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, as there was
only one cabin available and only one
space available in a lifeboat, should it be
necessary. The extra person was given
space in the Captain’s cabin and the Captain
agreed to breach the safety rules on crew
numbers of 21. Sailed 1 February 1945,
arrived Guernsey 7 February, departed
11 February, arrived Jersey 13 February,
sailed for Lisbon 16 February, arriving on
21 February.
Cargo comprised: 134,656 Red Cross food
parcels, 4,200 invalid parcels, 5,465 kilos
of tobacco and cigarettes, hearing aids, 20
tons of medical supplies, 200 kg seeds, shoe
leather and salt.
Red Cross Parcels in warehouse at St
George’s Hall (see next photo)
Voyages 41- 44
The first three arrived in the Islands whilst
they were still occupied, the last one was
after liberation on 9 May 1945. These
voyages each brought at least 500 tons of
flour, with less food parcels.
On voyage 43, the ship was docked
alongside the Albert Pier in St Helier, Jersey

when the Island was liberated from the
occupying forces on 9 May. Presentations
and gifts were made by the authorities in
Jersey to Captain Wideberg and the crew,
thanking them for bringing relief to the
Islands.
The work undertaken by Vega for the Red
Cross, bringing parcels from Canada and
New Zealand, saved many lives.
After the war
After voyage No 44, her work with the
International Red Cross was finished and
she sailed on 11 June 1945 to London where
her Red Cross markings were painted out.
In 1946 modifications were carried out by
Middle Docks & Engineering Co Ltd in
England to improve crew accommodation,
which resulted in a raised bridge and more
portholes. The gross tonnage changed to
1156.
By 1954, the ship had reached the end
of her working life and sailed across the
Baltic to be scrapped at Travemünde, in
Germany.
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Commemoration
In 1994 two plaques, one in the shape of
a Red Cross overlapped with a “V” was
unveiled at the berth where Vega had
berthed in St Helier harbour, with a second
small granite plaque at the Jersey Maritime
Museum.
A set of stamps was issued by Guernsey
in December 2004 to commemorate
memories of World War II. These included
a picture of Vega. In 2013, to mark the
150th anniversary of the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement, Jersey
issued a set of postage stamps featuring
Vega.
Floats depicting Vega regularly appear at
the Guernsey and Jersey Battle of Flowers,
as well as Liberation Day celebrations with
TV programs regularly mentioning the
Red Cross work of Vega.
Peter Gallienne

The Victorian Walled
Kitchen Garden at
Saumarez Park
Hidden Talents
What a delight it is to dig the first potatoes
of the season. Putting the fork into the soil
and exposing the edible jewels beneath…...
Our volunteers are very much like a potato
plant, we get to know them from what they
do in the garden week by week: sowing,
hoeing, digging and weeding but what lies
beneath the surface?
The range of skills in the main garden
extends to a trade directory. The Fix-It
team always has a long list of jobs for their
endless combined talents of building,
carpentry, mechanics, painting and
plumbing.
La Choppe is amazing not just for the
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range of products it sells and the money it
generates for the garden but for the talents
that it nurtures. In the shop alone we have
a book keeper, social media expert, jam
makers and crafters who knit, sew, crochet
and upcycle. Why even this year we found
we were harbouring a face painter!
Event planning rolls on month by
month, germinating ideas and booking
entertainment. The events draw on our
bakers who come up with super yummy
cake, BBQ’ers who not only know how to
sizzle a sausage but roast chestnuts too,
plus we have cooks who produce delicious
soups from the excess produce. We are
particularly creative in developing child
centred activities and on event days there
is a hive of activity around the craft table,
the games and treasure trails. First aiders
have emerged and join the volunteers who

hidden
talents
by joining our
volunteers who
are the secret
jewels in the
Victorian Walled
Kitchen Garden.
….now, let’s boil
those
potatoes
and serve with
lashings
of
Guernsey Butter !!!
meet and greet visitors with smiling faces.
School visits and workshops are now
organised and tours conducted by
knowledgeable guides, including “Mr
McGregor”, in the warmer months.
All year round, as well as gardeners there
are fundraisers, shopkeepers and media
gurus who photograph and publicise the
garden’s activities. Our regular newsletter,
Garden Gossip surfaced as a seed of an
idea and has developed into a valuable
daily historical record of the garden.
We have unearthed an artist/cartoonist,
a lepidopterist and a pumpkin carver
amongst us.
Does anything in the list sound like you or
perhaps you have something else to offer?
Maybe you could lend a hand to share some
of the transportation of materials? Perhaps
you would enjoy helping to construct the
marquees and lash them securely so that
they remain standing even if it is too rough
for Condor to sail? Would you like to learn
how to prune, take a cutting or benefit from
the green space that is our garden? Would
you like to wield a trowel, a hammer, a
paintbrush, or a computer mouse. If so,
we would love to help you to discover your
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We would welcome anyone who would
like to join us as a Volunteer Gardener
or a volunteer: info@walledgarden.gg or
246960
Joy Liggett, Cathy Morgan
					

Professional lawncare
through the seasons

BEFORE TRUGREEN

AFTER TRUGREEN

FREE 14 point lawn analysis

It’s the way to a perfect lawn.
TruGreen Guernsey offers a wide range of lawn care services to help
make your lawn the central feature of your garden.
We’ll begin by giving you an in-depth 14 point lawn analysis,
completely free and without obligation.
• Pest & Disease Control
• Moss & Weed Control

• Lawn Fertilisation • Aeration
• Scarification
• Specialist

Natalie Cross is your local TruGreen expert.
Contact Natalie to arrange your free analysis.

TRUGREEN GUERNSEY

07781 118011
WWW.TRUGREEN.CO.UK
guernsey@trugreen.gg
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Manor Hotel, passed Les Houards, and
came out by the Forest Church, then along
the Forest Road… there was no aerodrome
in those days, only a few fields and some
houses which were demolished when the
aerodrome was built.

Forest School
Days by Frankie
Billington
I was born in London in 1924 within the
sound of Bow Bells so I’m a true Cockney.
I came to Guernsey when I was eight. My
father had died in an accident and so we
came to live in Guernsey, my mother and
I, with one of my mother’s relatives who
lived in Petit Bot, in a very old house. It
had a two-seater loo outside and a well
for household water. A bit of a shock for
a London kid!
I had been on holiday in Guernsey before
this so I knew most of the children in Petit
Bot. One of the boys I knew lived in an
old farm house with a Guernsey oven in
a wall in the kitchen. His job was to go on
the cliffs and fill a sack with dried gorse
twigs and branches for his mother to heat
the oven to make bread, which she did
every other day. I liked helping him and
I began to know the cliffs and trees and
plants on them really well. He also knew a
farmer who said he would pay a few of us
sixpence each to help him plant his potato
crop. Well, of course we would! Next day
we all walked up to Luff ’s shop at the
Bourg and spent our hard earned cash on
twopenny wafer ice creams and sweets.
Luff ’s was a small dark shop with a long
counter, but it sold ice cream! It was quite
unlike the present up to date Forest Stores.
When I started at the Forest School in
the autumn my friends walked with me
to school and helped me a lot, as well
as teaching me some Guernsey French
phrases on the way, good and bad! To get
to school we walked up a little lane by the
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I liked school very much and got on well
except for French which I found difficult.
We had French prayers once a week and we
had to learn the Lord’s Prayer in French.
Amazingly I can still quote it!
Mr Martel was our Head Master and taught
the top two classes all in one room. In our
room we had double and single desks with
a hole in the top for our ink wells and the
one coal fire in the building which was the
only heating. All the other classes had long
desks, and their teachers were Miss Nevitt
and Miss Carthew.
Mr Martel was very keen on English
Literature and introduced us to Oliver
Twist and Great Expectations amongst
others, and numerous poems which we
had to learn by heart. Miss Tostevin taught
us to knit, but I’m afraid my pink vest was
never finished! Good behaviour and hard
work was rewarded by being given the job
of milk or ink monitor. The ink monitor
filled our small ink pots on our desks
once a week. We also had weekly writing
lessons with pen with steel nibs and blots
flourished!
Every morning after prayers we spent half
an hour reciting tables and then on to
sums for another hour. Then it was break,
we called it ‘playtime’. A hard working and
well behaved pupil was given the privilege
of ringing the Big Bell to call everyone in
from the play ground and back to their
classes.

Friday mornings and took a lesson we
called Scripture - mostly stories from
the Old Testament which he made really
interesting. I liked that hour.

Mr Martel was very keen on games and
we played ‘stool-ball’ in a field behind the
school. This was a game with similar rules
to cricket but with a high standing wicket.
We even had a league…I remember playing
against St Saviour’s School, now the Parish
Hall. This back field also had a long jump
pitch where we practiced for the annual
Island School Sports which took place on a
football pitch in Victoria Avenue in Town.
We practiced the 100 yards dash on the
Forest Road from school to the cross roads,
now a filter-in turn. The Island School
Sports event was very competitive and we
trained hard. I enjoyed it enormously and
still have the silver spoon I won in the long
jump.
The big event of one school year was the
opening by the Prince of Wales of the Val
des Terres. Hordes of school children - the
girls all in white - thronged the banks on
either side of the road, and as we’d been
practicing for weeks, we all sang ‘God Bless
the Prince of Wales’, as we watched a tiny
figure, in the distance, walking down the
road.
During this time I joined the Forest
Church choir. Two services every Sunday
and choir practice once a week. The vicar
was Rev Finey and he came to school on
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All this while I’d been having elecution
lessons, to iron out my cockney accent,
with Mrs Doughty who lived in town.
Threepence on the Grey Bus to get there.
She entered me in the poetry section in
the Eisteddfod. My accent must have been
disappearing as I won my class.
Our head master was keen on plays
and acting and we usually performed
something at Christmas time in the Parish
Hall which was next to the school. I can
remember being a Russian fortune teller
who foretold the birth of the Messiah.
After a lot of pleading my mother allowed
me to wear her fur coat in the part.
When I was eleven I was told I was being
nominated for the ‘scholarship’, which
meant in those days sitting an examination
in Arithmetic, English and French. If you
passed that you had a ‘viva’. This was a
long talk with a teacher and if you passed
you were offered a place at Intermediate
or College. That year two of us passed
the ‘scholarship’ and the school was
given a day’s holiday. In those days Head
masters had a quota of days ‘off ’ for special
happenings.
My mother was extremely pleased at my
success and bought me a bike - not the
dropped handlebar racer I would have
loved but a ‘sit up and beg’. I was still
thrilled with it and, best of all, I could cycle
to school. So, on to secondary education
and good bye to the Forest School and my
friends there. On to a new school with a
new uniform and a new bike!

What’s on at
Styx Centre!

Fitblast - HIIT Fitbody
6.00-7.00pm
Contact Ross Philippe 07781 402412
WEDNESDAYS
Power Yoga
With Caroline Wickham
9.30-10.30
poweryoga@cwgsy.net

MONDAYS
In Shape ~ Arts for Impact
Pre booking required for the next
8 week course. 10.00am-12.00
helenbmafi@gmail.com

Parent and Toddler Cookery Club
9.30-11.30
Email: emmasktchn@gmail.com

Adult Social Cooking Club
Includes lunch.11.00am-1.00pm
Email: emmasktchn@gmail.com

Arts for Impact
Adult drop-in sessions 10.00-12.00
helenbmafi@gmail.com
Styx Community Class

Kids Futsall with Chris Archer
5.30-6.30 07839 244820
Dave Walley Fitness
TRX Suspension Training
06.45 : 09.15 :
07781 106251

Dave Walley Fitness
TRX Suspension Training
06.45 : 13.00
18.00: 18.45
07781 106251

Fitblast– Legs, Bums & Tums
6.00pm – 7.00pm
Contact Ross Philippe 07781 402412

Age Concern
2.00-4.00 pm
June Martel - 254425

TUESDAYS
VB Fitness
Circuits, strength, cardio
9.00-10.00 & 7.00-8.00pm
Email: vicbaileyfitness@gmail.com

Wildcats Girls Football
Primary age.
Supported and run by the GFA
3.30-4.30 Turn up, it’s Free!
Joelle Pengelley 07781 441680

Dance for Wellness
With Pearl Carter
From May. 10.15-11.15
Email: hello@vita-performance.com

Sewing
With Zee Lanoe 6.00-8.00pm
contact : zee@cwgsy.net
9th St. Peter’s Scout Group
Beavers 5.15-6.30pm
Cubs
6.30-8.00pm
Scouts 7.30-9.00pm
All enquiries: pslanglois@outlook.com

Mindfulness course
With Alana Marquis-Farncombe
6.30-8.30pm
pre-booking required:
alana@mindfulisles.com

THURSDAYS
VB Fitness
Circuits, strength, cardio
9.00-10.00 & 6.45-7.45pm
With Vic Bailey
Email: vicbaileyfitness@gmail.com

Styx Singing for Health
10.30am-12.00 – just turn up!
Styx Community Class
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Fitblast
With Ross Philippe 9.30-10.15

With Zee Lanoe 2.00-5.00pm
Contact : zee@cwgsy.net

Qi Gong / Tai Chi
10.15–11.15am weekly drop in
Styx Community Class

VB Fitness HIITsession
Circuits, strength, cardio
9.00-10.00am
With Vic Bailey
Email: vicbaileyfitness@gmail.com

Cyber Styx
Community IT Help Desk Session
10.00-11.30am
Styx Community Class
Bring your device and drop by!

Socatots!
9.00-12.00
Email Matt guernseyoffice@socatots.co.uk

Guernsey Specials Gymnastics Club
3.30-6.00pm
Contact Michelle 07781 406364

Brazilian Soccer School
Various classes from 10-11.30am
Email Matt:
guernseyoffice@socatots.co.uk

Sewing
With Zee Lanoe 6.00-8.00pm
Contact : zee@cwgsy.net

Dave Walley Fitness
TRX Suspension Training
11.30 07781 106251

Dave Walley Fitness
TRX Suspension Training
18.00 : 18.45 07781 106251

SUNDAYS
Kids Futsall with Chris Archer
8.30-9.30am 07839 244820

FRIDAYS
Dave Walley Fitness
TRX Suspension Training
06.45 : 13.00 07781 106251

EVENT: Seascape in Watercolour
Workshop with Rosanne Guille
Friday 3rd April 10.30-12.00
Contact 07781 122385 to book.

Homestart Dragonflies
9.30-11.30 for Under 5’s
Contact Caroline on 720382
contact@home-startguernsey.org.gg

MONTHLY INDOOR
SUNDAY MARKETS!
5th April & 3rd May
1pm - 4pm
Quality Stallholders, Fresh local
food producers, artisans, crafts, art,
vintage, books, social café,
Repair Café Pop-up

Kids Futsall with Chris Archer
5.30-6.30 07839 244820
Rhythmic Cardio for Wellness
With Pearl Carter
From May. 18.45-19.45
Email: hello@vita-performance.com
SATURDAYS
Fitblast
9.00-9.45am Powerbox Fitness
10.00am-11.00am -Easy Exercise 50+
Contact Ross Philippe 07781 402412

Weekend Party Rooms or event Hire.*All
correct at time of going to print.* Any enquiries to Anne Thomas, Centre Manager
at styxcentre@cwgsy.net or call 267319
Follow us on Facebook

Sewing
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St Saviour’s
Community
Centre
Monday

09:00 – 17:00
Carers Guernsey
14:00 – 16:00
U3A Dance Group
18:00 – 19:00
Fight Fit with the Body Studio
19:00 – 20:00
Core and Restore with the Body Studio
19:15 – 20:15
Barre/Pilates Fusion with Rianna Bailey

Tuesday

09:00 – 17:00
Carers Guernsey
09:30 – 10:30
Yoga with Jo Pedersen
14:00 – 16:00
U3A Sewing Club
14:30 – 18:30
St. Saviour’s Douzaine Constables
Office
15:00 17:00
Community Library
18:00 – 19:00
Step Fitness with the Body Studio
19:30 – 21:00
Healing with the Guernsey Healing and
Spiritual Centre
19:30 – 21:30
Photography Club with Spectrum

Wednesday

09:00 – 17:00
Carers Guernsey
09:00 – 12:00
Birdwatch course with Rod Ferbrache
10:00 – 12:00
Community Library
11:00 – 11:30
Story and Rhyme time
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13:00 – 16:00
U3A Watercolour Group
18:15 – 19:15
Pilates with Juliet Ozanne
19:00 – 20:00
New Waves fitness with Louise
Critchlow
19:15 – 20:15
Pilates with Juliet Ozanne

Thursday

09:00 – 17:00
Carers Guernsey
09:00 – 11:00
St. Saviour’s Douzaine Constables
Office
10:00 – 11:30
Toddler Group
14:00 – 16:00
Games afternoon with Bon Amie
18:00 – 19:00
Fitsteps with the Body Studio
19:30 – 21:00
Healing with the Guernsey Healing and
Spiritual Centre

Friday

09:00 – 17:00
Carers Guernsey
09:30 - 10:30
Pilates
with Polly Mann (Herm/Jethou Hall)
Please email polly_morton@hotmail.
com
10:30 - 11:30
Pilates
with Polly Mann
(Herm/Jethou Hall)
Please email polly_morton@hotmail.
com

Saturday

09:00 – 10:00
Core and Restore with the Body Studio
10:00 – 11:00
With the Guernsey Healing and
Spiritual Centre

10:00 – 11:00
Fitsteps with the Body Studio
www.thebodystudioguernsey.com

Sunday

10:30 - 12:00
Worship with The Fort Christian Centre
11:00 – 12:00
Service with the Guernsey Healing and
Spiritual Centre
11:00 – 12:00
New Waves Fitness with Louise Critlow
12:00 – 16:00
Worship with the Fort Christian Centre
(No afternoon service on the last Sunday
of the month)
Children’s Parties Welcomed
enquiries to Lisa Tempest 263745

“amongst the cuisines of India our
Goan dishes have very different,
distinct flavours that make them
unique...
for yourself”

SUNSET COTTAGE
L’EREE, ST PETERS, GY7 9LN

2 MILL STREET
ST PETER PORT, GY1 1HQ

Tel: 264516

Tel: 723730

www.tasteofindiaci.com
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What to look out
for in Spring
The fourth and fifth months of the year
traditionally herald Spring; however our
warming climate is affecting not just
birds, but plants and insects upon which
many birds rely for food, for better or
for worse. That said, April and May are
usually the months to see the return of
Summer residents like swifts, swallows and
whitethroats, to name a few. It is also time
to watch for Spring migrants which stay
a while then move on to their Northern
breeding grounds. So, if you haven’t been
birdwatching before the next two months
are the best time to start; the birds will
be in breeding plumage and looking at
their best. They will also be more easily
identifiable.
One bird which is often overlooked is the

Stock dove
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Stock Dove. It is an uncommon resident
in Guernsey, they also come through as
migrants. They first bred here in 1951.These
doves look similar to wood pigeons and
can resemble feral pigeons. The marking
to look for is the green iridescent patches
on the sides of their necks, also their beady
black eyes and short yellow bills. I have
seen them under bird feeders pecking
at the seeds thrown out by smaller birds.
They breed in disused farm buildings, old
haystacks and large nestboxes, including
those put up to attract Barn Owls. There
are many of the latter around the island,
most of them made and erected by our
dedicated naturalist Vic Froome, so, if you
see one watch for a Stock Dove, you may
be lucky.
Along the coast watch for another of our
uncommon residents and a migrant too.
At first sight it looks like another gull,
but look closely for stiff wings in flight, a

continued on page 28
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If you have any questions about how we could help you with your
home project then don’t hesitate to contact us.
Flooring, Carpets, Rugs and Waterbeds
Telephone: 246844 | www.dwaflooring.com
Window Blinds, Shutters and Curtains
Telephone: 247148 | www.dwablinds.com
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white bird with grey wings and no black
marking, a dark smudge around the eyes
and a short stubby bill: not a gull but a
Fulmar. Despite resembling them Fulmars
are not related to gulls; they belong to the
family of tubenoses; these are true seabirds
that have tubular protuberances on top of
their bills through which they expel excess
salt from the seawater they drink.

Sunday April 26th--meet at L’Eree car
park at 8am
Wednesday May 6th--meet at Northern
car park Saumarez Park at 10am
Sunday May 17th-meet the group on
the 8-30am Herm boat after buying your
ticket. Choose your own return time.
			Good birding
			 Nancy Ogier

A pair of Fulmars rear one chick on a cliff
edge; if an intruder dares to go too near
the nest, it risks a faceful of stinking greasy
oil which the adult vomits over it; this oil
can be lethal to the intruding bird. From
this action the Fulmar acquired its name,
which in Old Norse means ‘foul gull’.
To help identify these and other birds you
may wish to join the following RSPB Walks:
Tuesday April 7th----meet at Fort Doyle
at 10am
Photographs by Rod Ferbrache
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from Charlie Brown in Peanuts

THE BEST BET FOR
YOUR PET!
We have a huge range of top brand pet feed, toys and bedding
for cats, dogs, horses, rabbits, ferrets, guinea pigs, hamsters & birds.
Aatu • Acana • Allen & Page • Applaws • Arden Grange • Burns • Chuckit • Dobson & Horrell
Hi Life • Hills Science Diet • Iams • James Wellbeloved • Kong • Lilys Kitchen • Marriges
Natures Deli • Natures MenuOrijen • Royal Canin • True Instinct • Wild Bird Food • & Much More

Call 266355 or visit venturepetrolandpets.gg
Route des Paysans, L'Eclet, St Peters, Guernsey
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FOR EST STOR ES & POST OF F I C E
“ T h e I n dep e n de nt Sto re t h at of fe rs m o re”

Local pork , beef &
Sark lamb
Wide range of wines & spirits
Large selection of ethnic foods
English & Continental cheeses
Fresh fish & shellfish
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Calling
All
Artists

before ﬁnishing their work.
Last year however it poured with rain all
day long which presented a completely
different set of hurdles for artists to
overcome.

With the arrival
of Spring many artists relish being able to
pack up their easels, canvases, paint and
sandwiches and venture outside to paint
‘En Plein Air’. Whether it is the feeling of
being ‘in the moment’ or just the thrill of
overcoming the many challenges which
painting outside can bestow on the artist
there is nothing quite like the experience of
painting or sketching in the great outdoors
to focus an artist on the subject in hand.

Dealing with whatever conditions you
are presented with on the day is all part
of the fun and artists often ﬁnd they have
to abandon their comfort zones, adapt
their styles and techniques and sometimes
attempt something completely new in
order to get anything at all on canvas and
very often this is where the magic happens.

Artists who have entered the Sarnia Arts
& Crafts Club’s ‘En Plein Air Painting
Competition’ over the last few years have
certainly faced some interesting challenges.
In 2017 the competition fell on the hottest
day of the year. Paint was drying before
it even hit the canvas and more than one
artist had to break off for a swim in the sea

winning entry by Gill Harrison
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Being forced to work faster in unfavourable
conditions and with subject matter you
would perhaps not usually choose can
release an energy and more freeﬂowing
style - something which can be quite
daunting and yet somehow exhilarating for
an artist who is more used to methodically
working indoors from a photograph with
the luxury of having the time to be exact
with every stroke of the brush.
All
this
uncertainty
creates a level
playing
ﬁeld
when it comes
to ‘En Plein Air’
comp etitions
and every year
the judges of
the Sarnia Arts
& Crafts Club’s
competition
have
found
it to be an
excruciatingly
difﬁcult task
to select their
favourite entry.

This year’s competition will be held on
Saturday 20th June.
The designated painting area will be Grand
Havre and there will be an exhibition of
all the entries at Sula Gallery following
the competition between Monday 22nd Wednesday 24th June. The competition
is open to anyone over the age of 16 of
any artistic ability to enter. Entries may
be paintings in any medium, collages or
textiles.
After registering and having their canvas
/ boards / other medium stamped artists
will have the whole day to complete their
entry before handing it in for judging.
The winner will receive a cash prize of
£250 and have their name inscribed on
the coveted Sarnia Arts & Crafts Club ‘En
Plein Air’ Trophy which will be presented
to them by the club’s Patron Lady Corder
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a well prepared Steven Winstanley
on the opening night of the club’s Summer
Exhibition in July (which this year will be
taking place at St James in St Peter Port).
For full details on how to enter, the rules
and terms & conditions can be found on
the Sarnia Arts & Crafts Club’s Facebook
Page or by emailing them at saccgsy@
gmail.com
Sarnia Arts & Crafts Club organises many
events, competitions, art workshops and
demonstrations throughout the year for
their members. It is a very sociable club
for anyone who has an interest in the visual
arts. For more information please contact
Liz Potter on 01481 725004 or follow them
on Facebook and Instagram.

GUERNSEY
AIRPORT WEATHER
HEADLINES 2019
•January – Benign anticyclonic conditions
gave us the dullest start to a new year on
record with only 0.2 hours of sunshine in
the first week. A more mobile second 2
weeks of the month produced a mix of sun
& rain, but we ended up drier and duller
than average. Equal driest Jan since 2000
and 14th driest on record. Dullest Jan for
6 years and 11th dullest on record. Only 1
day with fog noted, lowest Jan figure since
airport opened. Equal lowest Jan wind
speed (with 1989) since records began.
Seal level pressure mid-morning on 2nd of
1043.5mb highest Jan reading since 1989.
Average temps for the month.
•February – Unsettled first 11 days then
became mostly dry, warm and sunny until
27th. Sunniest February on record, and
warmest February day recorded at the
airport on the 27th, reaching 16.1°C. Sark
reached 16.6°C that day and Lihou made

storm approaching UK
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17.9°C. A number of UK sites surpassed
20°C, the first time a winter month has
achieved this. Driest February for 6 years,
and lowest mean wind speed since 2012. A
grass temperature of -6.0°C on the 3rd was
lowest recorded over the last 3 years.
•Winter 2018/2019 – December and
January both dull, balanced out with
a record breaking sunny February but
overall the last 2 winters were sunnier. It
was a mild winter, some 1.3°C above the
average, with no air frosts, but the winter
of 2015/2016 was warmer. Low rainfall
totals made this the 4th driest winter at the
airport.
•March – 6th warmest March at the airport
although 2017 was warmer. It was also
drier than average, although the Marches
through 2009-2012 (inc) were drier. The
majority of the rain fell up to the 19th
with the last 12 days yielding only 0.3mm.
Slightly sunnier than average with the last
week producing nearly half the month’s
total. It was also the windiest March at the
airport for 11 years with the highest gust
on the 4th of 54 knots the highest since the

29th December 2017.
•April – Dullest April since 2001, despite
having only one sunless day in the month.
Slightly warmer than average and rainfall
too, just above the average. No instances of
fog during airport opening hours.
•May – A dry month with only 40% of the
expected average monthly rainfall, and
over half the month’s total falling on the
7th. The last 3 weeks yielded only 1mm of
rain. Sunnier than average but fractionally
cooler. Last May was drier, sunnier and
warmer.
•Spring – Driest for 4 years, thanks mainly
to a dry May. Slightly warmer and sunnier
than average.
•June – The warmest first day of summer
at the airport with 25.5°C, and a very warm
day on the 28th reaching 26.3°C, otherwise
disappointing temperatures. Low pressure
very much the dominant player for most
of the month, so unsettled up until the end
of the 3rd week. Wettest June since 2012
despite the last week being largely dry.
•July – Warm, sunny and dry for the most
part. Heavy rain on the 19th saw over
80% of the month’s rain total and it was
the wettest July day for 15 years. Lowest
number of Rain Days for July for 20 years,
and the lowest 12 month rainfall total
ending July, since 1997. The last 2 days were
just cloudy enough to stop us breaking the
sunniest July at the airport, but still the
sunniest since 1971 (after last year). 10th
warmest July since 1843 and the 23rd was
the 3rd warmest July day at the airport.
•August – The first 3 weeks of the month
were unsettled, dull, wet & windy as
Atlantic low pressure rather unseasonably
dominated our weather. Drier & quieter
conditions prevailed thereafter with the
warmest August day since 2003 on the
24th. After last year, this was the 2nd
warmest August at the airport, again, since
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2003. Overall marginally wetter and duller
than average with 11 days with fog noted.
With over 80% of the month’s rain falling
overnight and a pleasant last 10 days or
so, it perhaps felt a better month than the
statistics bear out.
•Summer - A dull, wet June followed by
a dry and sunny July, then a near average
August lead to a fairly average summer,
although all 3 months were above average
for temperatures. Summer 2019 ranked in
the top third of summers recorded at the
airport.
•September – After a mostly dry and
settled start to Autumn, with a particularly
pleasant & warm 3rd week, the last 10
days of the month became more typically
unsettled with 84% of the month’s rain
falling in that period. This was the wettest
month of the year so far and the 3rd wettest
September in the last 21 years. The 2nd was
the sunniest September day for 12 years
but with the last 10 days being so unsettled,
it turned out to be the windiest September
since 2004. Overall warmer, wetter and
duller than average.
•October – An unsettled, wet and dull
month but with temperatures around
average. Two ex-hurricanes, ‘Lorenzo’ and
‘Pablo’ influenced our weather at the start
and end of the month respectively, with the
latter producing some 3 inches of rain over
the last 4 days. Wettest October since 1960
and the 2nd wettest October at the airport
(1947), also the wettest month recorded
since December 2011. Dullest October
for 5 years, with most sunless days for this
month since 2012. Mild temperatures at
the start of the month fell away towards the
end, resulting in an average figure overall.
•November – With low pressure very much
dominating the weather it was another wet
month, the wettest November for 9 years,
and dull too with the lowest November

sunshine total since 2008. Rather bizarrely
we also recorded the lowest number of
sunless days for November at the airport.
Temperatures on the cool side with the
month finishing 0.5°C down on the 30 year
average. Highest number of November
days with hail noted since 2000, and the
2nd highest number of hail days for this
month at the airport.
•Autumn – Dull and wet; lowest amount of
autumn sunshine since 1992 and the most
rainfall since 2000. A mild September,
average October and cool November
combined to give us temperatures pretty
much spot on the long term average.
•December - The first few days of the
month dry, cool and bright as we enjoyed
quiet anti-cyclonic conditions. It turned
more unsettled by the end of the first week
with gales affecting the whole of the UK.
Highest gust of the year recorded locally
on the 8th at 58 knots (67mph). Unsettled
run lasted until late Christmas Eve with
Christmas Day recording 6.3 hours of
sunshine, the highest for 25th December
since records began at the airport in 1947.
Last few days of the month, mostly dry
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and settled. Another mild December with,
rather surprisingly, rainfall just below
average and sunshine just above.
•2019 – After a dry first few months, June
was very wet and the period October to
December produced the most rainfall since
2000. The wettest day of the year was 30th
October with 33.7mm. 2019 saw a record
breaking sunshine total for February and
a sunny July being offset by a dull last
4 months of the year, with the annual
total very close to the long term average.
Temperatures were mild through most
of the 2019 with no air frosts recorded
and only 3 days of snow or sleet reported.
February 27th saw 16.1°C at the airport,
a new record high for that month but we
saw the magical 30°C barrier broken only
once, on the 23rd July, reaching 31.6°C.
With a mean temperature of 12.0°C for
the year, 2019 came out as the 9th warmest
since records began in 1843. Interestingly
a yearly rolling 30 year average for
Guernsey’s annual mean temperature puts
the last 10 years as the warmest recorded.
Chris Archard

10 reasons why I like
taking the Youth
Group to Lihou
1, It’s great to spend time together, even
though it’s cold and wet in February halfterm.
2, The chance to discuss our faith, this
year based on themes from the Greatest
Showman.
3, The chance to sit in the conservatory
and watch the sea crashing on the shore,
sunrises and sunsets.
4, Conversations together, getting to know
better a great bunch of young people.
5, Cooking with the young people – so
many potatoes to peel.
6, Hot chocolate with squirty-cream and
marshmallows before our late night DVD
with popcorn.
7, More cake than we could eat.
8, Watching the tide come in, cut off as a
group together.
9, The teamwork of cleaning the house at
the end of our stay, all the young people
working hard together.
10, Looking forward to next year!
M.C.

Bed & Breakfast
All rooms refurbished
Bar Meals served from 12-2pm & 6-9pm
Large Beer Garden
Indoor Children’s Soft Play Area
with Playstations
WiFi
Ample Parking
Closed Sunday Evening & all day Monday

Granite Le Pelley
STONEMASONS

“No job too small, no project too big”
give us a call.
Garenne House, Garenne Park,
Rue de la Cache St Sampsons GY2 4AF
Tel: 257610
Email: enquires@granitelepelley.gg
Web: www.granitelepelley.gg
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look closely to see what style of cut it has.

Do you have some
old jewellery?

Here are a few to compare it with.There are
many types of settings for precious stones
and you may like to examine yours and
perhaps help to date it.

Closed and open settings
Before the 1840s gemstones were normally
set in a closed setting, surrounded by
solid metal with only the top of the stone
exposed. To enhance appearance and
sparkle, the back of the setting was often
coated in metal foil, but this was easily
damaged if moisture got trapped behind
the stone.

Then jewellers discovered how to cut
diamonds so as to refract (bend) and
reflect light without assistance from such
a backing. As a result the stones could
be open set - held only by metal claws or
a thin rim, with the back of the stone left
open - and were much more prominent.
When they first appeared such mounts
were marketed as “transparent settings”,
and they have remained the commonplace
type used ever since.
This enhances the stones by letting light
shine in from behind as well as in front,
a much more attractive display especially
with diamonds.
If you are fortunate to have a diamond ring,
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Bar broaches were very popular in
Victorian times when the fashion was to
wear very high necked blouses, this is an
example of one bought from Kimber in the
Pollet.

Mourning jewellery was worn in memory
of someone who had died and was usually
black or gilt with pearls. it may have the
name or image on it and often had a recess
with a window that held a curl of hair of
the deceased.

A fresh approach to Accounting

•
•
•
•

a mourning brooch filled with
beautifully braided hair

Small & Medium Sized Businesses
Personal Tax Returns
Fiduciary Client Accounting
Management Accounts & MIS

www.evansbond.com
tel: 240899

front and back example of a brooch with
open setting

50ft Indoor Heated Pool
Fitness Centre
2 Jacuzzi Hot Tubs
2 Steam Rooms
2 Solariums
Open Daily 6am until 9pm

Le Bourg, Forest

Foot healthcare
Ortho,cs
Reﬂexology
both clinic based and home
visits available
To arrange an appointment
please call on 07781 103855

Telephone: 235292
www.lavillettehotel.co.uk
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Wacky-pedia : Foody
Factoids – Who invented
the hamburger, Ketchup
or the Burger Bun?
by Robert

In this article we present you with some
wacky facts as well as answering some of
the more weird questions - questions that
you never even knew you should've asked!
HAMBURGERS
The name "hamburger"
comes from the port town
of Hamburg, Germany, where the recipe of
ground beef, minced onions, and seasoning
called the "Hamburg steak" was developed.
The question of who first put the burger
on a bun remains hotly debated, but
the Cattlemen's Beef Board holds that
cafe owner Fletcher Davis invented the
hamburger in the 1880s. He sold the
ground steak on two slices of bread, with
mustard, mayo, onion, and pickles at his
restaurant in Athens, Texas, and brought
it to the world's attention at the 1904 St.
Louis World's Fair.
KETCHUP

Ketchup likely originated
in China as a boileddown brine of pickled
fish called ke-tsiap. Early
western ketchups were
made with mushrooms,
oysters, and walnuts
before tomato juice was
introduced as the main
ingredient.
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SUGAR
Sugar cane is a member
of the grass family.
When
sugar
first
reached Europe from
Southeast Asia, it
was a rare luxury. Generally, only royalty
could afford to use it, considering that one
teaspoon cost the equivalent of $5 today. It
costs less than a penny now.
HONEY

Bears do eat honey, but
they are more often
interested in the bee larvae
found in the hives.
Honey is good for
burns. New Zealand
scientists have found that putting honey
on a moderate burn eases the pain and
promotes healing better than traditional
gauze or dressings. Honey's anti bacterial
qualities create a favourable environment
for healthy new tissue to grow. It also beat
out the gauze and dressings in nine out of
ten taste tests.
https://guernseydonkey.com
Hold your wife’s hand in town because if
you let go she’ll start shopping.
It looks romantic but it’s actually
economic.
Heard earlier in the supermarket:
A lady was looking at frozen turkeys,
but she couldn’t find one big enough. She
asked the butcher’s lad, “do these turkeys
get any bigger?”
He replied with a straight face “No
madam, they’re dead”

4.
Pizzazz (4)
5.
Envy or greed perhaps 		
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
		 (3)
6.
In the direction of (2)
8
7.
If you disapprove, blow 		
9
10
11
12
		
it __ that’s fruity! (9)
10.
Liquid vaccine (5)
15
13
14
12.
Insect produced after 		
17
16
		
metamorphosis (5)
14.
Dripping (3)
19
20
18
15.
George Gershwin’s 		
22
23
24
21
		
brother’s adopted name 		
		 (3)
25
26
19.
Very small (4)
27
22.
Broadcast (3)
23.
Young lady coming out 		
		3)
Down
Across
26.
US abbreviation
for 		
		Maine
(2)
1 Emergency
1 Just the hat for reading this clue? (9)
water supply (9)
Across
2 Aloft (2)
1. 8 Paralysing
Just thedisease
hat for(5)
reading 		
		 9 In thethis
clue? (9)
3 Was the victor (3)
character
of (2)
8.
Paralysing disease (5)
4 Pizzazz (4)
11 Grandma's Indian bread (3)
9.
In the character of (2)
5 Envy or greed perhaps (3)
12 Exists
(2)
11.
Grandma’s
Indian bread
			(3)
6 In the direction of (2)
13 Not old (3)
12.
Exists (2)
7 If you disapprove, blow it __ that'
15 Little devil (3)
13.
Not old (3)
10 Liquid vaccine (5)
16 Played
a tied
game
15.
Little
devil
(3) (4)
16.
Played
a
tied
game
(4)
12 Insect produced after metamorph
17 Shellfish (4)
17.
Shellfish (4)
14 Dripping (3)
18 Place (3)
18.
Place (3)
15 George Gershwin's brother's adop
20 Number
of years
(3) (3)
20.
Number
of years
21.
I
am
contracting
(2)
19 Very small (4)
21 I am contracting (2)
22.
Help (3)
22 Broadcast (3)
22 Help (3)
24.
Alternative (2)
23 Young lady coming out (3)
24 Alternative
25.
Dug up(2)
minerals (5)
27.
One
and
all
(9)
25 US abbreviation for Maine (2)
25 Dug up minerals (5)

Fun Crossword

26 Act, perform (2)

27 One and all (9)
Down
1.
Emergency water
			supply (9)
2.
Aloft (2)
3.
Was the victor (3)

answers on page 41
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PSON

19
26

20
27

21
28

22
29

2020

23
30

24
31

25

16
23

17
24

SS
1
83
1510
2217
2924
31

MM
2
94
1611
2318
3025

Your next recycling collections
SS

M
M

52
129
16
19
23
26

63
10
13
17
20
24
27

S
1
38
10
15
17
22
24
29
31

M
2
49
11
16
18
23
25
30

APRIL
FEBRUARY
TT
W
W
TT
1
2
74
85
69
11 15
14
16
12 13
18 22
19 20
21
23
25 29
26 27
28
30

T
3
5
10
12
17
19
24
26
31

M
1
7 BAG
8
TE + BLACK
14 15
21 BAG
22
TE + GLASS
28 29

ycle@gov.gg

T
2
9
16
23
30

SS
14
811
18
15
22
25
29

MARCH
MAY
W PETER
T PORT
F &SST SAMPSON S
M
ST
4
5
16
27
1
6
11
7
12
9 WASTE + BLACK
14
7 BAG
8
BLUE
BAG 13
+8 FOOD
13
18 14
19 15
20 16
21
14 15
20
25 21
26 22
27 23
28
21 22
CLEAR BAG + FOOD WASTE + GLASS BAG
27 28 29 30
28 29

W: gov.gg/recycling
JUNE
S

FF
3
10
7
17
14
21
24
28

W
3
10
17
24

E: recycle@gov.gg
T
4
11
18
25

F
5
12
19
26
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T: 231234

S
ALL OTHER PARIS
6
13 BLUE BAG + FOOD W
20
27 CLEAR BAG + FOOD W

recycl

ALL OTHER PARISHES

BLUE BAG + FOOD WASTE + GLASS BAG
CLEAR BAG + FOOD WASTE + BLACK BAG
recycleforgsy

T: 231234

There is an e-mail
going round
offering processed
pork, gelatin,and
salt in a can.
If you get this
email, do not open
it. It’s spam.
answers to crossword on page38
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R
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PARISH DIRECTORIES
Forest Douzaine Room, Rue des Landes, Forest, GY8 0HF
Website: www.forestparish.org.gg
Opening hours: Tuesday 7pm - 8pm
Tel: 01481 264401 Fax: 01481 264818
Email: forestconstables@cwgsy.net
Parish Clerk: Mrs S Plumley
263376
St Pierre du Bois Douzaine, Les Buttes, St Pierre du Bois, GY7 9SD
Website: www.stpierredubois.org		
Tel: 01481 264638
Opening hours: Monday and Tuesday 4pm - 7pm
Wednesday to Friday 9am - 12noon
Email: constables@stpierredubois.org
Parish Clerk: Emma Marshall
264638
St Saviour’s Douzaine, St Saviour’s Community Centre, Le Neuf Chemin, GY7 9FG
Website: www.stsaviours.gg		
Tel: 01481 263414
Opening hours: Tuesday 2.30pm - 6.30pm and Thursday 9am - 11am
Email: constables@stsaviours.gg
Parish Clerk: Mr G Chapman
263651
Torteval Douzaine, Rue du Belle, Torteval, GY8 0LN 		
Tel: 01481 265287
Opening hours: Friday 1pm - 4pm Email: constables@tortevalconstables.co.uk
Parish Clerk: Alison Bourgaize 265287
DEPUTIES FOR THE WESTERN PARISHES
Contact details below:
Al Brouard
Tel: 263618 Email: al.brouard@deputies.gov.gg
David de Lisle
Tel: 263077
Mob: 07781 426246 Email: delisle.david@cwgsy.net
Andrea (Milly) Dudley-Owen
Tel: 266281 Email: andrea.dudley-owen@deputies.gov.gg
Shane Langlois
Tel: 263676 Mob: 07781 127789 Email: s_langlois@me.com
Emilie Yerby
Mob: 07781 141077 Email: emilie.yerby@deputies.gov.gg
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St Pierre du Bois
Paintings, Crafts, Prints, Pottery
Open Monday to Saturday 11am to 5pm
Tel: +44(0)1481 265339
Western Parishes Church Directory
Rector for St Saviour’s and Torteval
Revd. Mark Charmley
Assistant Priest: Revd. Tracy Charmley

263045

St Saviour’s
Rector’s Warden: Anna Jeffrey
07781439760
People’s Warden: Mr Roger Arundale
264942
Torteval – St. Philippe
Rector’s Warden: Mrs Sue Brooks
268116
People’s Warden: Mr David Robilliard 264344
		
Rector for Forest
Revd. Claire Claxton		
238815
Rector’s Warden: Mrs Anne Shakerley 236492
People’s Warden: Mr Keith Bienvenu
238838
Lay Minister: Mrs Margaret Boden-Heaume 265370
Rector for St Pierre du Bois
Revd. Dr Adrian Datta 		
Rector’s Warden: Teresa Holden
People’s Warden: Chris Atkinson

charmley@cwgsy.net

mauger_minor@hotmail.com
arundale2@gmail.com
susan_brooks@cwgsy.net
djr@flagpole.gg
carillon@cwgsy.net
anneshakerley@gmail.com
krbienvenu@cwgsy.net
bodenheaume@newtelsurf.com

07781 177177
adriandatta@icloud.com
263784 			teresah@cwgsy.net
263135
christopheratkinson@hotmail.com
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WA K E F I E L D
T R E E S E RV I C E S
Professional Tree Surgery ~ Fully Qualified & Insured

Wakefield Tree Services undertake all aspects of
tree surgery and hedge cutting. We always offer
friendly professional service with the highest
quality of work and level of safety.

t. 07781 408380
e. ric@wakefieldtrees.com
w. www.wakefieldtrees.com
Wakefield Tree Services Limited
St Cergue, Saints Road, St Martins, Guernsey, GY4 6JA

Advert 124 x 90 mm
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